
Creative Writing: Short Stories Day 1 
 

Subject: English Language Arts Time: 80 minutes 
Grade: 12  
 

Objectives: Students will be able to define and list the qualities of a sympathetic 
character. 
Students will be able to develop an outline of a sympathetic character in 
small groups. 
Students will be able to develop a common setting for their short stories by 
thinking creatively about community and locale.  

Prescribed 
Learning 
Outcomes: 

A1 interact and collaborate in pairs and groups to 
– support and extend the learning of self and others 
– explore experiences, ideas, and information 
– incorporate new perspectives into own thinking 
– create a variety of texts 
C3 write effective imaginative texts to develop ideas and information to 
– strengthen connections and insights 
– explore and adapt literary forms and techniques 
– experiment with increasingly sophisticated language and style 
– engage and entertain 

Materials 
Needed: 

Rubric for short stories, shape of the day 

Introduction: Attendance 
The teacher will take attendance. 
 
Brief Teacher Intro 
The teacher will introduce herself to the class. Students can 
ask questions that they might like the teacher to answer. 

5 minutes 

Development: Recap Sympathetic Characters 
The teacher will ask the class to recap their definition of a 
sympathetic character – and come to an agreement about one 
working definition as a class.  
 
The students will think about and discuss some examples of 
sympathetic characters that they have read about in previous 
grades or seen in films, etc.  
 
With a partner they will brainstorm the qualities/personalities 
traits of some of these characters and decide on which of 
these traits made the character sympathetic to the reader or 
audience.  

10 minutes 

Activities: Outlining the Protagonist 15 minutes 



The teacher will count off the students so that they are placed 
in groups of 3. In their small groups the class will brainstorm 
physical and emotional qualities that they might like their 
main characters to have. (Though the students will wish to 
modify these traits in their stories, the brainstorming process 
is intended as a starting point.) 
 
Class Brainstorm 
The students will share their characters and traits as a large 
class, and the teacher will may make a note of some on the 
board so that students have more material to work with.  
 
Creating the Setting 
As a class, the students will decide on a common setting for 
their story – a fictional place which the teacher will draw on 
the board. Possible starting points could include: 

 A small island 
 An isolated community in the mountains, etc 

 
The teacher will place other locales, such as houses, roads, 
beach, cliffs, hospital, school, etc on the map. The students 
may wish to supply some more creative locales such as an 
asylum, labyrinth, etc to make their story and setting more 
unique.  
 
Once the students have brainstormed their setting, they will 
copy the sketch onto a piece of paper. In their story, the 
students are welcome to focus on one part of the setting, but 
must remain accurate to the class brainstorm. 
 
Individual Writing Time 
The students will begin to write the initial scenes of their short 
story, where they establish setting and character. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 minutes 
 
 
 
 
15 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15 minutes 

Closure: Final thoughts and questions.  5 minutes 

Assessment 
Plan: 

Formative: The students will hand in the first draft, initial scenes of their 
short stories where they focused on establishing setting and character. The 
teacher will provide feedback on how well the students have established 
setting and character. 

 


